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individuals of the place. Peasants too from various hamlets
arrived, led by rumour, whose trumpet, prone to exaggerate
under every sky, had proclaimed us throughout the valley of
Djowf for much more important characters and possessed
of a much larger stock in hand than was really the case. All
crowded in, and before long there were more customers than
wares assembled in the store-room.

Ghanl, for his part, employed a hundred potty artifices to
prevent our selling the coffee, which he vehemently desired to
reserve for his own bargain. No sooner had we an offer for it,
than he sent some of his relations or friends to dissuade us from
coining to terms ; and though we had early pcivc'ivcd his aim,
we thought it best to wink at it, willing to gratify our first and
principal host, even at the cost of some slight loss to ourselves.

I say, our principal host, for everybody who had a dinner or
a supper to offer was also our host at the Djowf; invitations
rained in on all sides, and it would have been considered a
shame on the hospitality of the people in general, and a blot on
their fair name, had we ever been left to dine twice under the
same roof. Our manner of passing the time was as follows.
We used to rise at early dawn, lock up the house, and go out in
the pure cool air of the morning to some quiet spot among the
neighbouring palm-groves, or scale the wall of some garden, or
pass right on through the bye-lanes to where cultivation merges
in the adjoining sands of the valley; in short, to any convenient
place where we might hope to pass an hour of quiet undisturbed
by Arab sociability, and have leisure to plan our work for the
day. We would then return home about sunrise, and find out-
side the door some tall lad sent by his father, generally one of
the wealthier and more influential inhabitants of the quarter,
yet unvisited by us, waiting our return, to invite us to an early
breakfast We would now accompany our Mercury to his domi-
cile, where a hearty reception, and some neighbours collected
for the occasion, or attracted by a cup of good coffee, were sure
to be in attendance. Here an hour or so would wear away,
and some medical or mercantile transaction be sketched out.
We of course would bring the conversation, whenever it was
possible, on local topics, according as those present seemed
likely to afford us exacter knowledge and insight into the real
state and circumstances of the land. We would then return to